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AUGUSTA BLEYS, ALSO KNOWN AS AUGUSTINA BLEYS 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Ju 


following 


REPORT 


The Committee on the WaLChar to which was refer 
(S. 1336) for the relief of Augusta Bley also known 
Bleys, havine considered he sume, reports have rably | 


amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 
PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


in the United States to Augusta Bleys. The bill provides for an 
appropriate quota deduction and for the payment of the required 
visa fee and head tax 


The purpose of the bill is to erant the status of permanent residence 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 39-vear-old native and citizen of thi 
Netherlands who was last admitted to the United States on October 
24, 1948, as a member of the staff of an accredited official of a recos 
nized foreign government She was the gover in the employ Ol 
the British consul in Denver, Colo At the present esl 
Ing practical nursing at the Gloekner-Penrose Hz spl al, ( 


ems Site 


Springs. She is being trained in musical therapy which is stated 


a comparatively new field in modern therapy 
A letter dated September 10, 1951, 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deput 

reference to the case reads as follows 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, September 10, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Cha nan, Committee on the Judicia /, 
l'nited States Senate, Washington, D. C 


4 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1336) for the relief of Augusta Bleys, 
also known as Augustina Bleys, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Augusta Bleys, also known as Augustina Bleys, 
shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for per- 
manent residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required 
Vira Tee al d head tax. It would also direct the Secretary of State to mnstruet the 
quota-control officer to deduet one number from the appropriate immigration 


files of the [mmigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disel se that Miss Bleys is a native and citizen of the Netherlands, having been 
DoT ’s Hert wvenbosch, He lland, on July 14, 1912. She entered the | nited 
States at the p rt of New York on October 23, 1949, when she was admitted under 





section 3 (1) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as an employee of an accredited 
official of a recognized foreign government. She was granted extensions of her 
temporary, av, the last of which expired on December 24, 1950. On November 
20, 1950, the alien applied for a change cf immigration status to that of a tempo- 


( i 
rary visitor under ection 3 (2) of the Immieration Act of 1924. On Mareh 5, 
1951, her application was denied because she had completed the purpose for which 
she was admitted to the United States and because she could not be regarded as 
ha bo. a fide ten porary visitor under section 38 (2 of the Immi rration \et of 1924. 
\ warrant of arrest in deportation proceedings was issued on April 5, 1951, and 
the alien was given the privilege of voluntary departure from the United States, 
which she declined because this bill had been introduced in her behalf. 

The files further disclose that in September 1948, Mrs, Barbara Heddy, wife of 





Mr. Bra ) Hed lv, who was then seeretary to the Briti h Iembas v at Brussels 
suggested that the alien accompany Mr. and Mrs. Heddy as governess to their 
children when they accepted assignment to Denver, Colo. Miss Bleys alleges 


not until 1949, that she decided she would like to remain permanently 
ited States, at which time she made an effort to secure a permanent 
immigration visa through the American consul at Juarez, Mexico. She further 





stated that the reason she applied for a change of immigration status in Novem- 
ber 1950. was beeause Mr. and Mrs. Heddy were returning to England and 
although they gave her an opportunity to return with them as governess to their 
children, she resigned her position as governess because she decided to remain in 
the United States Miss Blevs advised that she resided in her native citv with 
her parents until 1930, when she proceeded to the Amsterdam Conservatorv of 
Music, Amsterdam, Netherlands, from which she graduated, and that from 1935 
until 1948 she lived with her parents at ’s Hertogenboseh, during which time she 
studied flute at The Hague, Netherlands, and also traveled to several towns in 
the Netherlands teaching flute and piano, as well as plaving in v 
She is presently residing with Mr. and Mrs, Cary Crockett, in Denver, Colo., and 
stated that she is totally de} dent upon them for support, The alien further 

her'desire to follow her profession as a musician, if permitted to re- 





vious orchestras. 


epet 
stated it was 
main in the United States 

The quota for the Netherlands, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversub- 
scribed and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. The purpose for which 
she entered the United States has been accomplished. She was offered the 
privilege of voluntary departure from the Lnited States in lieu of deportation, 
which she declined The reeord presents no facts which would justify the enact- 
ment of speci 
in the Netherlands and elsewhere who remain abroad and await their regular 
turns for the issuance of immigraton vises to permit them to come to this country 
for permanent residence To enact this bill might encourage other aliens to enter 
the United States as nonimmigrants and thereafter attempt to adjust their status 
to permanent residence in similar manner 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to reeommend the enactment 
of the bi 

Yours sincerely 


al legislation grantig her a preference over the many other aliens 





PEYTON Forp, 
De pul 4 Atlorne J General 
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Senator Edwin C. Johnson, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following additional information in connection with the case: 


COLORADO SPRIN(¢ Coto., December 1, 1951. 
Hon. Epwin C. JOHNSON, 
Committee of Interstate and Foreign Comme 


Washington, D. C. 

Dear Srr: This letter is written in reference to Miss Augusta Bleys. It 
is my understanding that she faces deportation unless it can be arranged for her 
to stay in the United States as an immigrant with the intention of becoming a 
permanent citizen. I know that 

1 am the director of the Practical Nurse School at Gl 
Colorado Springs, Colo. Miss Bley s is one of my 14st 








outstanding students in the group. She is at the top o 
work and has shown great understanding and sympat! 
hospitalized patients. She is able, in this cours yma 
graduation there would be no doubt of her being able 
factorily 
You. no doubt, realize the drastic shortage it rsing personnel and w great 


a part the practical nurses are playing in alleviating this situatio We have 








great difficulty in recruiting students and we would be particularly unhappy to 
have Miss Blevys unable to finish her course 

It is my understanding that her background of musie, plus her nursing know . 
would enable her to fill a position in musical therapy work People interested 


in this type of work are rarely as well prepared as Miss Bleys 

1 am sure you have many letters vouching for her moral integrity; however, I 
would add to them. Miss Bleys is.a verv honest, loval, intelligent person, and I 
am sure that she would be an asset to the State of Colorado and to the United 
States as a citizen 

If there are any detailed reports which I might send further evaluating her, I 
would be happy to do so 

I hope that what I have written can help in some wav to allow her to remair 
here in the United states I would heartily endorse her at any time 

I have the honor to remai 

Most re spectfully yours 


Tore AMERICAN NATIONAL ReEp Cross, 
Orrice oF Fietp Drrecror, Firzstmon ArnMyY HospITAL, 


Miss Auausta B Leys, 


174 South Columbine Street, Denver, Colo 





Dear Miss Bueys: On behalf of the pati ird D-2, we sh to thank 
vou for the evening of music vou gave on June 8 
' Entertainment, such as yours, helps the men to have a f breaks in the 
routine of hospital lift It is especially important for the patients on TB irds 
who must spend so many long hours in bed Ward D-2 is especially apprecia- 
tive of entertainment that is brought to then 

Having this recreation for the patients pal ei very 
One evening's visit bv an entertainer seems to ra the morale of the whole ward 

We of the Red Cross recreation staff join the patients of tzsimons Army 
Hospital in thanking you for spending an evening her 

Sincerely, 
, MM ] ABETH Por f 
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S. R. DeBoer & Co., 
Denver 10, Colo., December 11, 1961. 

The Honorable Epwin C. JOHNSON, 

Senale Office Building, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Str: Allow me to submit to you some additional information in regard to 

case of Miss Augustina Bleys in whose behalf a bill has been introduced for 
nuship. I believe this case has never been fully explained. 
ss Bleys was born in Holland and studied musie during the war and postwar 
period and made use of her talents by playing in hospitals. 


Mi 


On account of her abilities she was employed by the British consul for the educa- 
tion of his children. She came to the United States with the family and as an 
employee under the British flag. After 2 years the consul returned to England 
and the connection broke off, leaving Miss Blevs stranded here without funds and 
depending o1 iend She took up the study of nursing and her ability for 
musical therapy has made her very valuable. In regard to this, | refer to the letter 
vou have in vour files from the direetor of the Glockner Penrose Hospital in Colo- 
rado Springs. In regard to her musical ability, vou also have a letter from Antonia 
Brico, who is the conductor of the Businessmen’s Symphony in Denver. Both of 
these persons are well known in Colorado. 

| view of the recommendations by these promit ent citizens of the State and the 


fact that Miss Blevys would be valuable at the present time when nurses are so 


badly needed, especially this particular type, which is very important in the 
war operations, I take the opportunity to urge the passage of the bill in her behalf 
to give her a preferred standing on the immigration list. I sineerely believe that 
this woman will make a valuable citizen and will contribute to the welfare of the 


people of the United States. 
| 
i 


fespectfullv vours, 


S. R. DEBOER. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facets in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1336) should be enacted. 


co 
VW 








